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The Structure of Thought

 The Politics of Experience. Michel Foucault’s System of thought 2012.

 History of Systems of Thought

 What was the structure of Foucault’s own thought ?

– Enquiry into the structure and the historical conditions of Foucault’s 
thought 

– What was its own historical limits and conditions of possibility?

– From the perspective of political reason

 The Question of Political Philosophy

– ≠ moral philosophy (politics under moral truth)

– ≠ empirical science of politics (truth of the politics) 

 What then?

 Thought that would critically to question the concrete modes of political 
reason and to explore the relations between truth and politics without 
reducing one to the other.
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The Question of Critique ? 

 Political philosophy ↔ Philosophical Anthropology – study of men 

 Aristotle: The Philosophy of Human Affairs or Action 

– Philosophy of Human (Men) as Political Philosophy

 Foucault’s Philosophy as Philosophy of Human Affairs

– The modes of historical reason governing human action

 Asked from Post-Kantian critical perspective

– Critique as the  question of conditions of experience

– Yet not as the question of universal a priori conditions 

 The question of philosophical anthropology? 

– Question of human nature ↔ human affairs 

 Kant’s own anthropology is pragmatic (pragmatischer) 

 ≠ moral philosophy, practical (praktischen) 

 Kant’s anthropology is a site, where the great critical questions meet? 
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Critique and Creativity

 The Critique of Transcendental Illusion (Critique of God) 

– Kant’s critical philosophy was to prepare a propaedeutic introduction to 

the possibility for a new metaphysics as transcendental philosophy 

through the criticism of transcendental illusions

 The Critique of Anthropological Illusion (Critique of Man) 

– The book states that Foucault’s critical philosophy can be read as a 

propaedeutic introduction to the new political philosophy through its 

criticism of anthropological illusions.

 Foucault = ≠ Kant

– Foucault’s system of thought and critique is fundamentally Kantian. 

– Foucault overturns and contests the Kantian questions in same time 

repeating its systematics.

– Yet this repetition is repetition of difference, it’s the creative act 
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Kant’s critique
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Foucault’s critique
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What is man? 
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The Riddle of Sphinx

 For Hera sent the Sphinx, whose mother was Echidna and her father Typhon; 

and she had the face of a woman, the breast and feet and tail of a lion, and 

the wings of a bird. And having learned a riddle from the Muses, she sat on 

Mount Phicium, and propounded it to the Thebans. 

 And the riddle was this:-- What is that which has one voice and yet becomes 

four-footed and two-footed and three-footed? 
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The Riddle of Truth

 What questions this will to truth (Wille zur Wahrheit) has already set before us!

 That we ourselves are also learning from this Sphinx to pose questions? 

 Who is it really that questions us here?

 The problem of the value of truth steps up before us—or are we the ones who 

step up before the problem? 
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